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The Estrella Trial Advocacy Competition 
(ETAC), Puerto Rico’s fi rst and only com-

petitive “moot court” event on federal civil law, 
along with the Puerto Rico Trial Advocacy Com-
petition, a mock trial contest on federal criminal 
law sponsored by Universidad Interamericana 
Law School and the local chapter of the Fed-
eral Bar Association, have been carving out a 
reputation for being the best in their circuit and 
well-respected among the best law schools in the 
U.S. Both competitions are held in San Juan, at 
the Nazario Clemente Federal Court Building in 
the Hato Rey district of San Juan, and the José 
V. Toledo U.S. Post Offi ce & Courthouse in Old 
San Juan.

Attorney Alberto Estrella, managing member 
and majority shareholder of Estrella LLC Law 
Firm, one of the ETAC sponsors, along with 
George Washington University Law School 
(commonly known as GW Law School), told 
CARIBBEAN BUSINESS that because of the 
respectability achieved by the event, GW Law 
School recently also decided to name its intramu-
ral competition after the Estrella Trials, in which 
the Puerto Rican law fi rm, the oldest in Old San 

Juan, also participates as an organizer.
“I’ve been told by the GW Law School faculty 

that one of the most satisfying news about ETAC 
is that in the moot court circuit, they’ve been com-
menting about how our [competition] has been 
the best of the year, and they have been telling 
me that since the fi rst edition,” the attorney said. 
“This year, among the participating law schools, 
we had two from the top-10 and fi ve from the 
top-20 law schools in all the U.S. As a matter of 
fact, some of them, as soon [as] the competition 
was over, sent in their entry forms, with all their 
fees, before we could launch the call [for the next 
competition].”

Among the law schools that have participated 
in ETAC are Emory, Fordham, George Mason, 
Mercer Pace and William & Mary, as well as 
University of California at Berkeley and Los An-
geles. Puerto Rico law schools, Estrella said, have 
being increasing their participation. “During the 
fi rst year, only Universidad Interamericana (UI) 
came. At the second one, University of Puerto 

Rico (UPR) joined. Next year, which will be 
ETAC’s fourth edition, Pontifi cia Universidad 
Católica de P.R. will also be participating. UI 
and UPR performances have increased in quality, 
achieving good [scores] from judges. Language 
hasn’t been a problem at all, and they have shown 
great ability competing.”

ETAC offers law students an important learn-
ing experience in which they can practice advo-
cacy skills. They prepare law students, where 
classrooms sometimes can’t reach, and measure 
their ability in real time against their nationwide 
peers. Students have an opportunity to put into 
practice the rules of evidence, trial strategy and 
oral advocacy skills, including preparing lines 
of questioning, statements and arguments. Ad-
ditionally, using real courtrooms gives students 
the unique experience of learning to use them 
well—the witness box, the jury box, and how to 
address the bench.

During recent editions, the attorney explained, 
Magistrate Judge Marcos López has been presid-
ing over the fi nals. “It is not only because of his 
experience, but also because he has the ability to 
re-create all the drama of an actual trial. And the 
students get very impressed.”

At GW, Estrella’s alma mater, he said there was 
a similar moot court competition on civil law, but 
it ceased to exist, and the attorney proposed tak-
ing the event to Puerto Rico, to which they com-
plied. At the mock trials, a team of students and 
members of the faculty draft the case. After two 
months of preparation, the various teams compete 
against each other as plaintiffs and defendants 
before three judges, one who presides while two 
others serve as the jury. “It is such a good tool for 
students to be creative and fi nd the most effective 
strategies and angles, to know how to question, 
what to highlight and what not, to make a good 
case,” the lawyer stated.

The next edition of the competition, Estrella 
said, will feature expert witnesses.  �

Estrella Trial Advocacy Competitions
Mock court contest on federal civil law grows in fame nationwide,

Puerto Rico event considered best of its kind in its circuit

Alberto Estrella, managing member and majority 
shareholder of Estrella LLC Law Firm

Return the GDB back to 
economic-development role
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In the legislative run-up for the approval of Senate Bill 1350, so much has 
been made of the Government Development Bank’s (GDB) desperate need 
for liquidity that people have lost sight of the board of directors’ insistence 
on immunity as the maturities on towering debt comes due at the end of 
this month. In an exclusive interview with CARIBBEAN BUSINESS, 
GDB President Melba Acosta explained that when the Senate measure was 
fi rst presented in March, the GDB insisted on the immunity disposition 
as the top priority in a bill intended to give greater restructuring powers 
and fi scal oversight to the bank. Unfortunately, dealing with the situation 
that this administration inherited is too complicated for some legislators 
and they have become a stumbling block, thinking only of politics and 
re-election.

There is an enormous storm brewing on the horizon—$1.4 billion due 
over the next several weeks. Sitting large on the GDB’s books is a $2.2 
billion Highways & Transportation Authority (HTA) loan that may have 
to be written off if the bank doesn’t obtain a $2.95 billion bond deal.

Without the fi nancial lifeline, a government bank confi ned by a liquidity 
crisis will be forced to decide which portions of its debt it will pay, thereby 
exposing the bank’s directors to possible legal action in court. 

Acosta has pointed out that GDB board members, unlike members sitting 
on the boards of other public corporations, don’t have immunity protection 
against actions in civil court.

Popular Democratic Party Sen. José Rafael Nadal Power, who heads the 
Senate Budget & Treasury Committee, urgently addressed the issue last 
week by submitting a separate bill that would grant the GDB directors 
personal immunity from legal action.

The GDB board’s concerns trace directly to the enormous consequences 
of a default on payment of Puerto Rico’s bonds. All told, monoline bond 
insurers—insurance companies that cover the interest and principal when 
an issuer defaults—are on the hook for more than $16 billion worth of 
Puerto Rico municipal bonds. 

To its credit, the GDB hired former International Monetary Fund Deputy 
Managing Director Anne Krueger, who is putting together a 10-year plan 
that takes a close look at the coming challenges and offers corresponding 
recommendations. Importantly, the study examines both the fi scal side 
and the economic development side of the equation. That is an important 
fi rst step. 

There was a time, across several decades since the bank was fi rst cre-
ated in the 1940s, it fi nanced important public works and major economic 
development projects, rather than cover budget defi cits.

Some people see the epicenter of this debt crisis beginning during the 
administration of former Gov. Pedro Rosselló. Those detractors don’t 
understand that the $12 billion in debt issued under Rosselló was spread 
across eight years to fi nance major infrastructure works. The money was 
used to build the Puerto Rico Coliseum, Tren Urbano, Superaqueduct 
water pipeline, Puerto Rico Convention Center, PR-66, PR-70, PR-10 and 
Naranjito Bridge, as well as dredge Lake Carraízo. With the construction 
of those important public works came tens of thousands of jobs, and we 
now have infrastructure to show for it.

The question is: What do the administrations in the time since have to 
show for their debt? Their debt went to pay for a bloated government, 
exactly what bond loans shouldn’t be used for. All told, there were more 
than $40 billion in debt issued across three administrations—former Gov. 
Luis Fortuño alone accounted for nearly $16.55 billion in debt in just four 
years; not to mention that his administration had $7.4 billion in American 
Recovery & Reinvestment Act funds at its disposal. The $2.2 billion of 
borrowing left on the books of the HTA by that administration threatens 
the liquidity of the GDB today.

The GDB’s plan being conducted by Krueger will make recommendations 
to handle the fi rst hurdle; if it can get Puerto Rico back on a path to sustain-
able economic development, that will be a great accomplishment. �
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Keeping the pronouns “straight.” 
In my experience, that’s the 

hardest part of adjusting to a friend’s 
sex-change operation.

My experience in this case consists 
of working in the same newsroom 
as Ridgely Hunt, an award-winning 
war correspondent for the Chicago 
Tribune, as he became Nancy Hunt 
in the mid-1970s.

Or as Nancy probably would pre-
fer to hear me say, she was always 
Nancy; it only took the help of mod-
ern gender-reassignment surgery to 
let her reveal her true feminine self 
in public.

That’s my pronoun problem. Even 
today, it’s hard for me to talk about 
“her” award-winning coverage of the 
Vietnam War, for example, when that 
coverage was published under “his” 
byline when he was still a “he.”

After her fi nal operation in 1978, 
she feared her editors might try to 
fi re her, but instead she was reas-
signed to inside work on the editing 
desks. She wrote an autobiography, 
“Mirror Image,” that year. She was 
profi led in People magazine and 
grilled by the audience on Phil Do-
nahue’s TV show.

Hunt retired in 1984, remarried 
and died in 1999 at age 72 as Nancy 
Hunt Bowman.

“All the years as a man I would 
look in the mirror and hate myself,” 
she told People in 1978. “Now I’m 
an avowed ‘sexual freak.’ Yet I look 
in that mirror, and after a lifetime of 
self-loathing I can say, ‘Hey, I like 
me.’”

Those days come back to mind as 
I once again wrestle with the proper 
pronouns for former Olympic de-
cathlon champ Bruce Jenner, who 
has become Caitlyn Jenner.

Like others who are way-past tired 
of the self-promoting Kardashians, 
a famous-for-being-famous clan of 
which Caitlyn is a part, I tried to ig-
nore her latest burst of glamorized 
controversy.

But now I wonder: Will Caitlyn 
Jenner’s fame do for the gender-
rights cause what, for example, Rock 
Hudson’s and Magic Johnson’s rev-
elations of their HIV infections did 
for the fi ght against AIDS?

A lot already has changed. The 
trans-rights movement, not to be 
confused with the gay, lesbian and 
bisexual rights movement, is grow-
ing in power and appeal. Time head-
lined its cover featuring actress and 
former man Laverne Cox last year 
with the headline “The Transgender 
Tipping Point”—without a question 
mark.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, now a presi-
dential hopeful from South Carolina, 
seemed to get that message when he 
invited Jenner, a reputed Republi-
can, to vote for him as he pitched 
for a more inclusive GOP.

Still transpeople endure enough 
discrimination to look like the fi nal 
frontier in the civil rights revolu-
tion. In most states, it is still legal to 
fi re someone for being transgender. 
Surveys by the National Center for 
Transgender Equality and the Nation-
al Gay & Lesbian Task Force still fi nd 
huge levels of violence and persecu-
tion against transgender people—
including 41% of respondents who 
said they had attempted suicide.

And as writer, Michelle Goldberg 
reported last year in a New Yorker 
piece titled “What Is A Woman?” 
transgender folks also are attacked 
by radical feminists on the left as 
being either inauthentic women, in 
cases like Jenner’s, or sellout wom-
en, in cases of transmen, who alleg-
edly caved in to male supremacy.

Can’t we all get along? Jenner 
has added fuel to that radical femi-
nist backlash by announcing she is 
leaving her male genitalia intact. A 
large number of transwomen do, sur-
veys show. That’s their right, but it 
doesn’t make my pronoun problem 
any easier. �
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