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Aries (March 22–April 20). 
The practical sun in Taurus 
falls in your second house 

of money and possessions, making 
this period a great time to fi rm up 
your intentions to improve your fi s-
cal and professional status. The pace 
of your life accelerates with Mars 
in your opposite sign, Libra, push-
ing you into new business affairs. A 
quantum shift is in the works, but it 
may take time before you see life-
changing results for your efforts. Af-
ter May 1, Mercury, the messenger of 
the gods, in your sign enables you to 
cautiously begin implementing new 
plans and strategies businesswise.
Lucky Numbers: 5, 9, 12, 17

Taurus (April 21-May 21). 
Steady growth and staying on 
top of your workplace respon-
sibilities may not be easy. The 

secret is a fl exible attitude, which lets 
you adapt to the shifts of the business 
world. The fi rst step in a process of re-
assessing your long-term professional 
goals will reoccur during this period, 
giving you plenty of time to formulate 
a workable plan. More immediately, 
communicative Mercury turns direct 
now, allowing information to fl ow 
more easily in matters that are really 
important for your future business 
decisions. Be very astute concerning 
partners and money in fi nancial issues.
Lucky Numbers: 3, 8, 14, 21

Gemini (May 22-June 21). 
Quick and clever thinking 
can get you out of a tight 
spot as the Leo moon on 

May 5 and 6 stir up drama business-
wise. Be careful of your verbal ex-
pressions in negotiations. The sun in 
Taurus brings fresh air to your 12th 
house, stimulating your imagination, 
creativity and new money-making 
ideas. Sometimes you need to hold 
your ground, and other times it’s best 
to yield. Be prepared to radically al-
ter your approach as business condi-
tions continue to change. The urge to 
stretch your boundaries may provoke 
risky behavior, but that’s ultimately 
more exciting than standing still.
Lucky Numbers: 8, 13, 26, 31

Cancer (June 22-July 23). 
Business matters and fi nancial 
responsibilities are subject to 

re-evaluation and revision with two 
benefi cial planetary aspects rolling 
out. Optimistic planet Jupiter opens 
your professional world to new and 
realistic venues. Saturn shapes your 
career and long-range business and fi -
nancial planning. Pluto in your seventh 
house will give you plenty of time to 
adjust your priorities and redirect your 
resources to receive the training and 
preparation you need to realize your 
full business potential. Let go of the 
past and let your instincts lead you in an 
entirely new and prosperous direction.
Lucky Numbers: 4, 19, 25, 32

Leo (July 24-Aug. 23). The 
practical Taurus sun falls in 
your 10th house of business 
success and status. You intui-

tively know that current opportunities 
can lead to big rewards. Patience and 
perseverance are wise options when-
ever you are in doubt. An inspirational 
Leo moon on May 5 and 6 reminds 
you that something off the charts is 
about to happen. You are standing 
on the edge of a very exciting time 
with the help of unpredictable Ura-
nus in the fi re sign of Aries. Your ho-
rizons widen to bring faraway places 
closer, and your mind attracts unfa-
miliar philosophies and new ideas.
Lucky Numbers: 8, 16, 24, 35

Virgo (Aug. 24-Sept. 23). 
Complete old business issues 
before starting new projects 
with Mercury, your ruling 

planet, transiting your brother sign, 
Taurus. Reaching out to others by shar-
ing your hopes and dreams will inspire 
them and win you a good deal of sup-
port. Combative planet Mars in your 
second house can expose anger that 
is bubbling under the surface. Facing 
confl icts may be frightening, but will 
only make you stronger. Strong but 
sensitive people will join your orbit as 
the expressive sun transits Taurus and 
Pluto impacts ambitious Capricorn. 
Use your charm and your chances of 
success can increase dramatically.
Lucky Numbers: 6, 14, 27, 36

Libra (Sept. 24-Oct. 23). 
Don’t wait until the last mo-
ment to fi nish old business 

issues. Make the most of this period 
by saying yes to business offers, life 
and creative potential hidden in every 

moment. Patience during this period is 
a smarter strategy. Talkative Mercury 
in this last visit to Taurus encourages 
you to speak your mind, persuading fu-
ture clients and associates to your way 
of thinking and dealing. Instead of go-
ing to extremes, fi nd your balance by 
standing between the forces that would 
draw you back into your past and those 
that pull you forward into the future.
Lucky Numbers: 3, 19, 24, 38

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 22). 
In some ways, your year is 
just now starting because 
your ruling planet Mars in 

retrograde motion is transiting Libra, 
or your 12th house of endings and 
beginnings. Clever conversations and 
fast thinking pays off in business ne-
gotiations. Mercury fl ies through Tau-
rus, or your seventh house of partners 
and associates. This aspect and your 
growing enthusiasm can help you 
launch some exciting new ventures, 
but you most gain cooperation from 
others, to keep pushing your proj-
ects along. You will decide now the 
best way to ensure your vitality and 
increase your business productivity.
Lucky Numbers: 2, 18, 26, 37

Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 
22). Bountiful Jupiter, your 
ruling planet, transits your 
eighth house bringing good 

news for you in business matters. 
Neptune in your fourth house of roots 
indicates positive business events in 
your fi nancial world that can support 
your professional ambitions. Rather 
than feeling hopeless, you begin to re-
alize that there are good times ahead. 
Be ready to pay careful attention to 
details, even if you are already con-
tent with the direction of your life. 
Armed with grand business ideas, you 
are now ready to take on the world 
and turn your dreams into reality.
Lucky Numbers: 8, 19, 25, 36

Capricorn (Dec. 23-Jan. 21). 
Your persistence enables you 
to maintain the faith in your 
business and keep moving 

when the odds are against you. If you 
are on the right path, tenacity will 
vanquish all unforeseen obstacles. 
Your ambitions may be slowed by 
unfi nished matters during this period, 
requiring you to double back, make 

adjustments and complete old tasks 
before you can take on new ones. 
After May 7, you will have another 
chance to earn freedom by breaking 
with tradition and fi nding the disci-
pline to commit to a new business path 
or profession of your own making.
Lucky Numbers: 12, 26, 38, 43

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 19). 
The most stubborn problems 
can be resolved when you’re 
fl exible enough for alterna-

tive business solutions. Your struggle 
now, the culmination of a long jour-
ney, is about letting go of outmoded 
patterns of thoughts for an entirely dif-
ferent vision of your future in business 
issues. Every change for your good 
luck in money and business is thanks 
to Mercury and the sun in Taurus, or 
your fourth house of business stabil-
ity. Never underestimate how inven-
tive and creative you are. Opportu-
nistic Jupiter will be opening closed 
doors in new and exciting projects.
Lucky Numbers: 17, 28, 32, 48

Pisces (Feb. 20-March 21). 
Saturn demands structure and 
discipline. When your vision 
is rooted in patience, persis-

tence and planning, you’re much more 
likely to pass these demands. Logi-
cal Mercury in Taurus will be sprout-
ing fresh ideas for new activities and 
perhaps igniting a plan to learn some-
thing new that will enhance your pro-
fessional values. The sun’s entry into 
Taurus supplies further encourage-
ment for fi nding ways to earn money. 
Be inventive and bold by pushing 
ahead into unfamiliar business ter-
ritory rather than playing it safe and 
waiting for the world to come to you.
Lucky Numbers: 2, 16, 24, 31
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energy to retail customers, this letter is a request 
for arbitration by the Energy Affairs Administra-
tion,” Marley added.

Law 73 names the Energy Affairs Administra-
tion as the arbitrator in such cases. Once a request 
is deemed legitimate, the agency has 60 days to 
make a decision, with a 30-day extension pos-
sible, Maeso said, adding that, on the face of it, 
RPD’s request for arbitration appears justifi ed.

The agency’s decision could establish an im-
portant precedent, mandating that Prepa enact 
reasonable wheeling regulations, but Maeso ac-
knowledged it could likely be challenged further 
in the courts.

Prasa sought a determination of wheeling tariffs 
from Prepa as early as February 2010, but its 
request was never answered. In the summer of 
2010, Prepa held public hearings on a draft of the 
wheeling regulations, but developers criticized 
the documents because they didn’t provide suf-
fi cient numbers and calculations to determine the 
proposed tariff charges.

In February 2011, at RPDs’ request, Prepa pro-
vided a wheeling-tariff estimate of about 2¢ per 
kilowatt-hour (kWh), but the next year, Prepa 
released a revised wheeling proposal that would 
push its estimated cost up to 7¢ to 9¢ per kWh, 
according to developers. Here, too, Prepa failed 
to include all the necessary data for a potential 
client to calculate the entire fi nal rate.

Last April, RPD asked Prepa for an intercon-
nection request and made a presentation to Prepa 
Planning & Environmental Protection staff. The 
request was rejected, with Prepa offi cials saying a 
grid safety study for a large number of renewable-
energy projects hadn’t been completed and they 
didn’t have time to evaluate the RPD request. 
They also said the rejection was partially based 
on the fact that wheeling regulations had yet to 
be approved, although it is Prepa that is required 
to draw them up and approve them.

After attempts to have Prepa reconsider its 
request for interconnection, which weren’t an-
swered, RPD decided to seek arbitration, Marley 
told CARIBBEAN BUSINESS.

“We have tried to work with Prepa in the past, 
and we are still willing to work with Prepa in 
the future. We are just trying to fi nd a resolution 
to this as provided by law,” Marley said, adding 
that it was important to not only establish just 
wheeling regulations, but that they are reasonable 
and justifi ed.

“All of Puerto Rico has been waiting since 2010 
for the wheeling regulations,” Prasa Executive 
President Alberto Lázaro told CARIBBEAN 
BUSINESS.

In 2012, former government offi cials and indus-
try executives were discussing proposed wheel-
ing rates of 6¢ per kWh for solar, 5¢ per kWh for 
wind and 4¢ per kWh for baseline power sources, 

such as WTE or natural gas, which were hailed 
at that time as reasonable.

RPD is trying to develop distributed recycling 
and WTE facilities that would produce power 
from municipal waste and wheel the energy 
produced to Prasa, with any excess production 
being sold to Prepa or perhaps other industrial 
customers.

Each distributed plant would have capacity of 
10 megawatts to 20 megawatts, Marley said. The 
company’s power-purchase agreement calls for 
up to 60 megawatts.

Marley said each project would create 200 to 
250 construction jobs, as well as about 50 per-
manent jobs, of various skill levels, once the 
distributed recycling and WTE facilities begin 
operations. If fully developed, project investment 
could surpass $300 million.

RPD uses a “thermal gasifi cation” technology 
that is proven cleaner than incineration methods, 
and because its project would develop smaller 
disributed recycling and WTE facilities, rather 
than a single large one, the project could help 
stabilize Prepa’s power grid, Marley said.

While Prepa would be paid for leasing out its 
grid to private producers, under wheeling it would 
face competition for the fi rst time. Proponents say 
this would open the door for more private energy 
developers to provide solutions that would bring 
down energy costs for their customers, who are 
likely to be big business clients.

Widespread wheeling could increase the exodus 
of some of Prepa’s most lucrative customers, 
many of whom are building their own onsite 
plants to bring down their power bills (CB 
April 10). �
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 Prepa has been mandated by a 2008 law aimed at 
fostering Puerto Rico’s economic development to 

lease out its grid to private power producers.

Chapter 11 bankruptcy: 
Protecting your business during 

tough times

Operating a business can 
be diffi cult, particularly 
in Puerto Rico’s 

fl uctuating economy. And, 
while some businesses fl ourish, 
many unfortunately face times 
of fi nancial uncertainty or 
hardship at some point. When a 
business has struggled or failed 
to bring in a profi t over a period 
of several months, fi ling for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
may be the only feasible alternative to get out of debt, 
allowing better fi nancial security to be achieved.

There are many advantages to Chapter 11.
Automatic stay: The automatic stay is helpful for 
debtors who are facing aggressive collection action 
by creditors, and is the fi rst step in reorganization. 
The debtor benefi ts from an injunction of all 
lawsuits, foreclosures, repossessions, bank levies, 
wage garnishments and other collection activities.
Avoidance and recovery of certain involuntary 
transfers: Once a debtor is under bankruptcy protection, 
it can avoid and recover certain bank levies, wage 
garnishments, lien notices and even repossessions of 
vehicles or equipment that occurred prior to the fi ling.
Preservation of a going concern: Debtors who 
are operating a business can continue operations. 
This means that the business name, goodwill and 
customer base are not lost.
Temporary deferral of obligations incurred pre-
petition: Debtors may be able to temporarily defer 
making certain rent or installment debts.
Cure defaulted or accelerated obligations: Debtors 
can cure defaults on obligations such as mortgages 
or leases. Often, when a borrower defaults on legal 
obligations, the lenders “accelerate” that obligation. 
This means that the lender asks that the entire amount 
of the debt be paid in one lump-sum payment. 
Debtors may be able to cancel the debt acceleration, 
and return the obligation to pre-default status.
Assume or reject executory contracts and 
unexpired leases: Debtors may be able to “pick and 
choose” those equipment leases, real-estate leases or 
other long-term (or “executory”) contracts they wish 
to maintain. Debtors can reject any contract that they 
believe is not economically profi table.
Sell property free and clear of liens and interests: 
Debtors can sell assets that are encumbered by liens. 
The court has authority to allow a buyer to purchase 
those assets free and clear of the encumbrances.
Extend payment of unsecured tax debts: The 
Bankruptcy Code allows debtors to extend payment 
of unsecured tax debts for up to fi ve years.
Borrow post-petition: Debtors may be able to 
borrow money to fi nance their reorganization.

 As shown above, bankruptcy offers fl exibility to 
the resolution of economic obstacles faced by the 
common businessowner.

By: Paul Hammer Esq.


